
S i t e  F l o r i d a  &  C a r i b b e a n  

This will be the last newsle er under my presidency, because 
a er December 31st, 2014, I will be returning to the membership 
ranks having enjoyed a great year as the chief! Looking back with 
a great sense of sa sfac on, I will resume a "normal" life in 2015, 
serving on the SITE Florida & Caribbean board as the Immediate 
Past President. So this newsle er comes to you just before the 
changing of the guards, and we're including some valuable infor-
ma on about our own chapter ac vi es as well as updates on 
past and upcoming events, especially the Site Global Conference, 
in the Netherlands, which was phenomenal. A special thank you 
goes to Sally Zalk for her steadfast, excellent administra ve sup-
port; we couldn't have made it without you. 
Wichita Villacres  
Site Florida and Caribbean, President 2014 
wichita@ecodms.com  

Suzanne Scully from St. Pete & 
Clearwater CVB did an awe-
some job in se ng up the en-

re event on September 18th 
in St. Pete. Mayte Abaladejo, 
Visit Orlando and Valerie Hal-
sey of Disney Des na ons as-
sisted to produce this perfect 
event for Young leaders.  
Wichita Villacres- Site Presi-
dent, gave a presenta on in 

St. Petersburg regarding Incen-
ve travel and SITE, describing 

the Site brand vision, mission, 
promise and pillars, sta ng the 
aim of the organiza on to grow 
the incen ve travel industry 
globally. Her presenta on out-
lined meless trends, and elabo-
rated on the crea ve connec on 
formed among Site members 
who trust, bond and get results. 

We presented facts and sta s cs regard-
ing the incen ve travel industry and 
talked about the Young Leaders program 
as well as the CIS Cer fica on for new 
young comers into the industry. Wichita 
concluded her presenta on with what's 
ahead; delivering Site news from around 
the globe, and travel trends.                             
 
 
Con nued: 

SEPTEMBER IN ST. PETERSBURG, INCENTIVE TRAVEL RISING 

Dear Members of the Site Florida & Caribbean Chapter  

Special points of interest: 

• September in St. Petersburg 
• The Site Florida & Caribbean 

new "Socializer" Events 
• Members enjoy the Site Global 

Conference 2014 in Ro erdam, 
the Netherlands 

• Aruba Receives A First Time 
Recogni on.   

• Year in Review 
• Upcoming Events 2015 
• NEW: Recipes from Our Mem-

bers in Florida & the Caribbean  

DECEMBER 2014 
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Our fantas c panel present-
ed a great session tled 
“Tips For Naviga ng Work 
Transi ons Successfully: An 
informa ve and interac ve 
panel discussion with pro-
fessionals that know the 
path you're walking, under-
stand your goals and chal-
lenges, and can answer your 
ques ons with an insider's 
perspec ve.” 
Our panel of speakers were 
amazing including:  Dahlia El 
Gazzar, CMP, CEO and 
Founder of The Mee ng 
Pool; John Stephenson of 
Disney Des na ons;         

Premila A. Whitney, CMP, 
CHE – UCF, of Rosen College 
of Hospitality Management 
Instructor; and Rebecca S. 
Lanphear, CMP, CMM Direc-
tor, Mee ngs & Events, 
Raymond James Financial, 
Inc.  A great word of appre-
cia on goes out to each of 
them as they took the me 
to come out and inspire our 
Young Leaders. 
In addi on, we want to take 
a moment to appreciate our 
amazing sponsors for this 
event: Lowes Don Cesar 
Hotel and Beach, St. Peters-

burg Clearwater Con-
ven on and Visitors 
Bureau.  In addi on 
we are grateful to 
Chris e's Photograph-
ic Studios for provid-
ing Complimentary 
Headshots.  A big 
thanks to Play with a 
purpose who provid-
ed our CSR/team 
building experience 

 

Resort & Marina in Boca 
Raton and Turnberry Isle 
in Aventura, which pro-
vided the venues, bever-
ages and  hors d’oeuvres 
(and bowling in the case 
of Kings). In addi on, all 
event proceeds were do-
nated to the Children’s 
Home Society, adding 

over $1,500 to our 
“Champions for Children” 
ongoing support (h p://
www.chsfl.org/
ChampionsForChildren).  

Site and GMIC Florida & 
Caribbean Chapters 
joined forces to host 
three successful 
“Socializers” this fall in 
Orlando, Boca Raton and 
Miami (Aventura).  Our 
thanks to Kings, the 
classy bowling joint in 
Orlando, the Waterstone 

A review of our newest 
events and networking 
opportunity, “The 
Socializers” reported 
by our member Francis 
W. Purvey, Execu ve 
Vice President, Sunlark 
Associates. 

Site Florida & Caribbean New "Socializer" Events 

During the year, the Children's Home Society was our 
charity of choice and we supported them on numerous 
occasions. The organiza on provides kids with a safe 
place to call "home," and finds them loving families.  In 
addi on, when parents want to provide stable, nurturing homes for their babies, the 
organiza on helps, suppor ng them in crisis, helping create a brighter future for kids, 
for families, and for communi es.  The socializers were born this year in an effort to 
provide networking opportuni es for our members and most importantly, raising the 
funds for CHS.  The loca ons for these socializers were: Orlando, Boca Raton and 
Miami. 
We would like to acknowledge the par cipa on in Steven Pollock, President of GMIC 
Florida and Caribbean chapter, Palm Beach Children’s Home Society, Gabrielle Turner, 
David Middleton, Coastal Communica ons; Harvey Grotsky, Coastal Communica ons; 
Doug McLean, Discover the Palm Beaches; Jennifer Graham, Waterstone Resort & 
Marina; Karen Rames, Successful Mee ngs Magazine.  We had a successful start 
hos ng Socializers in 2014 and there are plans to con nue to host many more in 2015. 
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As best as I can report, WOW!  
Leave it to the Dutch to host an 
awesome Site Global Confer-
ence 2014, in a great des na-

on with nicely orchestrated 
events which started with a stay 
at the brand new Mainport and 
Innate Hotels by Intel Hotels.  
We later visited Hulstkampge-
bouw for lunch and in the even-
ing, The Grand Hotel Huis Ter 
Duin, a seaside loca on.  We 
spent our final evening at the 
fabulous SS ROTTERDAM. The 
conference went off without a 
hitch due to the support of 
many partners in Ro erdam as 
well as our other sponsors:  
Aruba, Meet Taiwan, ITB Hol-

land, Beurs World Trade Center 
together with India serving deli-
cious cuisine while introducing us 
to the exci ng SITE Global des na-

on for 2015, India.  Dates are Oc-
tober 23-26, 2015. Needless to 
say, it was a pleasure to meet in 
Ro erdam with our chapter past 
Presidents, Sean Mahoney and 
Joost DeMeyer, Suzanne Scully, 
Florida Membership Chair, and last 
but not least, our me warrior 
Paula Carlson, President-Elect for 
2016, who made the journey 
across the Atlan c to a end the 
conference for 3 nights before go-
ing right back to her du es at 
Turnberry Isle Miami. Also 
represen ng our chapter, 

our intrepid Jorge Colo-
na, our incoming Board 
member, who will be 
working with the spon-
sorship commi ee in 
2015.  
The Site Florida and Car-
ibbean members’ delega-

on included members 
from Aruba, Greater Fort 
Lauderdale, Miami, Or-
lando, St. Petersburg, 
Orlando and including: 
Young Leader, Samantha 
Glock, Maoreen Every 
and Kelsey Gernert. I 
should men on that the 

The SITE's Crystal Awards Recogni on Program started in 1980. It provides industry acclaim for world-class organi-
za ons that excel in the design of unique, memorable experiences that deliver measurable benefits for their clients 
through the use of unique group travel experiences. Today, the SITE Crystal Award serves as a benchmark for pro-
grams and is regarded as the highest honor in the mo va onal events and incen ve travel industry. During the 
Site's Crystal Award lunch in Ro erdam the island of Aruba did an excellent job sponsoring the entertainment with 
na ve musician Michael Lampe, and his Datapanik band, brought in especially from Aruba to entertain delegates. 
Datapanik is made up of young Aruban musicians who showcase Aruba's cultural-musical heritage with a modern 
and authen c twist. The program played by the band at the Crystal Award lunch included an opening and closing et, 
which were both well received by conference a endees, who loved the sound and danced to these old and new 
tunes right through lunch. A talented, young dance group performed together with Datapanik, lead by local lent 
based in the Netherlands, Aneudi Cabral. Aneudi prepared the choreography and special costumes for this fes ve 
occasion, enjoyed by all.  A special shout out to Jerusha Rasmijn and Darysse Croes, of the. Aruba Tourism authori-
ty, for doing such a great planning and bringing Modern Aruba Music to the Dutch stage.  

Members enjoy the Site Global Conference 2014 in 
Ro erdam, the Netherlands 

During the Global Conference in Ro erdam 

Orlando Site global conference was used many mes as an 
indicator of an excellent job as well as the Green Best Prac-

ces our chapter brought to the conference together with 
the GMIC chapter in our area.  Prac ces which were shared 
with the Dutch counterparts of the GMIC Ro erdam chapter. 

Florida and Caribbean members a ending the global 
conference in Ro erdam 



Successful and Informa ve Chapter Leaders Mee ng 2014 
Chapter leaders spent considerable me together during the Global Conference 
receiving SITE and SITE Founda on updates and conduc ng table discussions by 
topics on Educa on, Membership, Governance, and Special events culmina ng in 
best prac ces learned for our chapter which was shared amongst many of our 
chapter leaders: Suzanne Scully, Joost De Meyer, and our President, Wichita Vil-
lacres.  
The mee ngs reviewed all 2014 goals and set some new ones for 2015 with the 
intent to develop regional strategies to grow membership under the slogan 
"Think Globally, Act Locally." 
The forum discussed SITE Headquarters offerings that provide the most value to 
members, and what the Chapters offer that provides the most value members, 
and how the local Chapters can serve the members be er. President Paul Miller 
expressed a great deal of sa sfac on that at the end of his term as president the 
improved communica on between Chapters, Board, Directors and SITE Staff, has 
become a reality. SITE, with members in 84 countries, enjoy a total of 1,966 
members, with 587 new members joining in 2014.  

  

 

ARUBA RECEIVES A FIRST TIME RECOGNITION BY OUR CHAPTER 

  

Due to the extensive sponsorship that Aruba has given our chapter in Florida, the Caribbean and Cana-
da, this year a first me award was given to recognize ARUBA as a leader in the Caribbean in under-
standing incen ve travel and suppor ng our chapter.  Wichita Villacres enjoyed the dis nct honor of 
collec ng a plaque on behalf of the island of Aruba at the Miami socializer at Turnberry Isle Miami, and 
then personally presen ng the plaque to the true owners, The Aruba Tourism Authority. The recogni-

on handed out by SITE Florida & Caribbean chapter was awarded to the island for the excellent sup-
port given to the Site Florida & Caribbean chapter over the past four years. The presenta on took place 
December 9th in Miami followed by the actual plaque deliver to its righ ul owner on December 15th, 
2014. 
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We have had a busy and 
successful year.  And we 
could not have done any 
of it without you and the 
support of our amazing 
sponsors.  We have pi-
loted new programs, re-
branded and networked 
like never before, we suc-
cessfully launched the 
Young Leaders and Men-
torship Program all the 
while contribu ng to 
charity and the growth of 
all of our members.  I 
would also like to appre-

ciate our chapter’s Young 
Leaders: Samantha Glock of 
Hello Florida, and incoming 
Kelsey Gernert of Eco DMS 
Aruba/Curacao, and 
Maoreen Every of Eco DMS 
Aruba/Curacao, for their ac-

ve par cipa on during the 
global conference in The 
Netherlands. All three young 
leaders have vowed to sup-
port our chapter in growing 
the development of our own 
Young Leaders.  We are truly 
proud to be inves ng in the 
next genera on of leaders 

and appreciate 
their investment 
thus far.   

NEW: Recipes from Our Members in Florida 
& the Caribbean! 
Each Quarter we will have a new recipes! 
Please send in your special recipe to:  
admin@sitefloridacaribbean.org 
 
See next page for 2 new recipes 

AN EXCITING AND SUCCESSFUL YEAR!!! 

I will leave you with a final quote 
as we move into the New Year : 
“What the New Year brings to you 
will depend a great deal on what you 
bring to the New Year.” — Vern 

Thank you Marcia!                            
   
 MORE PRO-
GRAMS TO FOL-
LOW!! 

NEW BOARD INSTALLATION LUNCHEON- January 16TH, 2015 Aboard	the	Premium	Celebrity	Ship	"Celebrity	Constellation"									Registration	closes	Dec.	30th	2014		
SITE Caribbean Workshop, Heading to Jamaica, Save the Date:              
September 2015. 
Our famed Caribbean workshop is traveling to Jamaica next year.  Marcia Bullock, from the 
Jamaica Tourist Board, approved hos ng the workshop and has also confirmed that she 
would be joining the Site Florida & the Caribbean Board in 2015.   

One Special Shout Out 
To All Our New 
Members:  We look 
forward to mee ng all 
of you at our 2015 
events!  

SOME UPCOMING EVENTS FOR 2015 

 



Marcia Bullock, from the Jamaica Tourist Board: 
 In Jamaica, Christmas wouldn’t be the same without Sorrel and Christmas cake! Both have rum in them … 
yes, we like our rum during the holidays! The sorrel flower is in full bloom at Christmas me in Jamaica so 
that’s one of the reasons it’s a tradi onal holiday favorite. It has a deep red color and unique flavor en-
hanced with spices, lemon juice and rum. You can omit the rum, but I personally think it tastes be er with 
it. For this recipe you can use fresh or dried Sorrel. I use dried Sorrel, which is easier to find where I live. If 
you’re lucky enough to find fresh Sorrel just double the amount you use for this recipe. 
 Ingredients  
2 ½ cups dried sorrel 
3 oz fresh ginger, grated 
5 pimento berries 
10 cups boiling water 
2 cups sugar 
2 Tbsp. lemon juice 
¾ cup white rum  
Makes 10 cups 
 Method  
1. Place sorrel, ginger and pimento berries in a large pot or mixing bowl 
2. Pour boiling water over the ingredients; s r and place in fridge overnight to steep 
3. Using a large strainer, pour the steeped liquid into another container; use a spoon to squeeze more liquid out of 
the sorrel 
4. Add sugar, lemon juice and rum to sorrel and s r un l sugar has dissolved 
 Enjoy over ice 
 Tip: To prevent from fermen ng, store sorrel drink in the fridge or cold cellar.			
 
	South	Florida-	adapted	by	Sally	Zalk	–	Essential	Meeting	Services	(Site	Florida	&	Caribbean	ad-
ministrator)	
Dat’l-Do-It Meat Ball 
In St. Augus ne the Da l Pepper is really special I love it and I make meatballs all the me with this sweet hot pep-
per. A crowd pleaser and very easy! I adapt it to my guest’s different diets. 
You will needs: 
1 lb. of Lean Ground Beef   (Half Beef Half Turkey or chicken) 
¾ cup Ketchup    (Can use One Carb Ketchup) 
1/3 cup Dat’l Do It Hot Sauce 
½ cup water 
2 1/2 tbs. Worcestershire Sauce 
¼ cup white vinegar 
1 tbs. lemon juice 
½ cup packed brown sugar (Sugar Subs tute Splenda Brown Sugar) 
½ tsp. dry mustard 
3 + Ginger snaps crushed 
Method: 
First Shape meatballs & bake at 350 for 20 minutes. (Or buy frozen & boil for approx. 5 minutes) Meatballs need to 
be cooked before placing in Sauce. 
For Sauce, combine all the other ingredients in a saucepan & cook of medium heat for 5 minutes to dissolve sugar & 
gingersnaps.  When ready add meatballs & serve. 


