
 

To My Dear SITE Florida & Caribbean Family, 

For the past year, it has been my privilege to serve as 
your president. As we prepare to flip our calendars to 
2016, I am filled with hope for our future. We are on 
solid financial foo ng, and we have a capable leader-
ship team, helmed by incoming President Paula Carl-
son. Paula and her board will advance SITE’s mission 
as she carries the torch on the next leg of our journey. 

Over the past year I was struck by how our common bond is our passion for incen-
ve travel and our shared cultural values. No ma er where you go, you’re not far 

from someone in SITE who can remind you of why we entered this profession and 
why we remain commi ed to it and to each other. 

SITE con nues to be an industry leader in helping our members advance in their 
careers. Our chapters are go-to providers of professional training and networking: 
From local chapter events to the SITE Global Conference, recently held in New 
Delhi, India where SITE Florida & Caribbean was presented with the 2015 Chapter 
Excellence Award-Membership. Our Young Leader Kelsey Gernert was the recipi-
ent of the David Riddell Memorial Scholarship, also presented at this year’s con-
ference. 

It has been my honor to serve as your president. I am signing off but not signing 
out. SITE has given so much to me that I will con nue giving back for years to 
come. I invite you to join me in renewing for 2016. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Karen Farquharson 

Letter 

Sincerely, 
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Dominical Republic Socializer 

Our cocktail networking recep-
tion at CMITE was fun filled 
and well attended.  Guests en-
joyed the food and hospitality 
extended by the Hard Rock Ho-
tel and Casino in the Dominical 
Republic.  This event would not 
have been possible without the 
support of sponsors such as the 
Ministry of Tourism-Dominican Republic, the Caribbean Meeting 
& Incentive Travel Exchange, Connect DMC, the Hard Rock Ho-
tel and Casino, Punta Cana and XTRA Airways.   

 

Toronto Socializer 

In August our chapter teamed up with the Site 
Canada chapters to host a post-Incentive 
Works Socializer at the Intercontinental Hotel.  
This event was a fantastic networking oppor-
tunity with our Canadian counterparts and was 
a great way to close out a fantastic show.  Big 
thanks to this events sponsors: the Aruba 
Tourism Authority, Eco Destination Manage-
ment of Aruba and Curacao, and XTRA Airways.   

Orlando Socializer 

SITE Florida and Caribbean members received 
an exclusive invitation to experience Orlando’s 
newest attraction’s; Merlin Entertainment’s Or-
lando Eye, Madam Tussaud’s and SEA Life 
Aquarium.  Members had their photos taken with 
World Leaders and famous athletes, experienced 
the 360 degree ocean tunnel and enjoyed a pow-
erful networking opportunity.  This event was 
made possible through the support of sponsors such 
as: Merlin Entertainment, I-Drive 360, Wyndham 
Orlando Resort, The Castle Hotel Orlando, and 
Sonesta ES Suites Orlando.  

 



Caribbean Educational Forum in Jamaica 

The Caribbean Educational Forum in Jamaica was a smashing 
success.  Participants appreciated insight from speakers 
Elaine Allison of Positive Presentations Plus and Doyle 
Girouard of Cypress Groups.  This was also an excellent op-
portunity for qualified buyers to experience an educational 
trip to Montego Bay.  Our chapter along with the Young 
Leaders and the Jamaican Tourist Board were 
proud to sponsor two young leaders from Jamaica 
to attend the conference, Brianna Johnson and 
Rachel Hacker.  Special thanks to Daniel Polulak 
(SFLC Young Leaders Committee member) of 
Miami Air for spearheading the initiative to spon-
sor Young Leaders in Jamaica. We would like to 
thank the sponsors for helping to put on this fan-
tastic event: The Jamaican Tourist Board, and the 
Hyatt Ziva/Zilara.  Additional sponsors 

 

 

Young Leaders at the Caribbean 
Educational Forum in Jamaica 

Team Photo at the Caribbean Educational Forum in Jamaica 

 



Young Leaders 

Young Leaders have made a big splash this 
year.  Five of our chapter representatives at-
tended the Young Leaders Conference prior to 
IMEX America and we used this an opportuni-
ty to recruit additional Young Leaders from our 
chapter.  We capitalized on this opportunity by 
having our first Young Leaders committee 
meeting and setting goals and direction for the 
remainder of the year.  We are quickly growing 
and developing with the support of the board 
and will debut our leadership team in January.  
We are still forming our Young Leaders leader-
ship structure and are looking for interested 
chapter members 35 or younger who would 
like to be part of Young Leaders or who would 
like to be on the committee.  If you are interest-
ed please reach out to Kelsey Gernert at                    
kelsey@ecodms.com for more information.   

                  Young Leaders Conference Attendees 
IMEX  

In IMEX America’s 5th year it broke records in every im-
portant facet.  A total of 3,100 companies representing 150 
countries exhibited including 80 new booths and 56 expand-
ed booths while the IMEX hosted buyer program brought a 
record 3000 buyers from 54 countries to the show. Over 
10,600 people participated in the event. There were 66,000 
business appointments of which over 57,000 were one-to-one 
appointments and booth presentations.  If those numbers got 
your head spinning imagine the scramble on the show floor!  
Both suppliers and planners from our chapter represented 
strongly at the show and came home happy with more busi-
ness leads to bring to our beautiful destinations.    

 

 



 

 

SITE NITE 

As always our chapter made a strong showing at SITE’s premier fundraiser, SITE 
NITE.  Ever growing in popularity, this event sold out in a mere 7 hours this year!  
SITE NITE was filled with networking and incredible entertainment at Omnia 
Nightclub, Caesar's Palace, one of Las Vegas' most exciting new nightlife attrac-
tions.  SITE NITE North America brought together over 1200 of the industry's 
most influential leaders and each year it continues to reign as the most sought-
after event ticket at IMEX America in Las Vegas, Nevada. Its unparalleled net-
working opportunities coupled with a Buyer/Supplier ratio of nearly 1:1 makes 
this one of the best events in the industry.  Many members from the Florida and 
Caribbean chapter were in attendance busting a move and doing business; a true 
multitasking art! 

SITE GLOBAL CONFERENCE 

The Site Global Conference was truly 
a transformative experience.  From 
its historic forts and palaces to its 
golden beaches it has much to offer.  
Participants at the conference were 
able to immerse themselves in the Indian culture. Perhaps 
one of the most memorable parts of the trip was the genuine 
Indian hospitality experienced throughout our stay.   

Our chapter and its members, received two awards during 
the annual awards ceremony.  Florida and Caribbean chapter 
received the SITE Global 2015 Chapter Excellence Member-
ship Award.  This award acknowledges the extraordinary 
efforts and performance of local Chapter Leaders and mem-
bers. SITE recognizes the importance of its Chapter network 
and supports the growth and continued success of local initi-
atives.  

In addition, Kelsey Gernert, one of our Young Leaders, and 
a member of the Young Leaders Committee, received the 
David Riddell Scholarship.  With the support of her mentor, 
Wichita Villacres, our chapter president, Karen Farquharson 
and the Florida and Caribbean chapter she was proud to ac-
cept the award.   

To remove your name from our mailing list, please email :  

admin@sitefloridacaribbean.org 


