
 

Welcome Site Florida & Caribbean New Members 
and Long Standing Members! 

 As your new president I want to say how honored I am 

to be working this year with such a remarkable group of 

travel industry professionals! 

We truly have incredible, motivated, and creative mem-

bers & board members who make this association what it 

is. I am proud to be leading this chapter with such a 

longstanding tradition of excellence. 

Some of the goals I have for this year are:  

Provide you with strategies, tools, networking and 

learning opportunities that will most impact your 

personal and professional growth! 

We began 2015 with our Board Installation on the beauti-

ful “Celebrity Constellation” in Ft. Lauderdale. What a 

great time was had by all! Daytona Beach was next on our 

agenda where renowned speaker Jonathan Bradshaw 

taught us “The Secrets behind Successful Selling”. A fabu-

lous and educational event! 

As we finished the first quarter and began April we com-

pleted our community work at “Feeding South  Florida” 

& continued various activities throughout our chapter 

regions: 5K Run-WPB, NAMID -Educational week– Ft. 

Lauderdale, in May our Grand Education Forum -Naples 

and in Aruba our first Young Leaders kick-off event! 

As your new President, Please come out and join me at 

our upcoming events, socializers & networking events. 

Let’s make this chapter enjoy the best year ever! 

 
Sincerely,  

Karen Farquharson   

Director of Business Development & In-
flight. XTRA AIRWAYS  
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David Riddell Scholarship Winner  

We are proud to announce that our own SITE       

Florida and Caribbean chapter member, Kelsey 

Gernert, has been awarded the David Riddell        

Memorial Scholarship.  This scholarship is offered to 

one recipient annually through the SITE Global scholarship 

committee.  Participants must be recommended by the 

president or board of their local SITE chapter.   

The scholarship honors our past president, David Riddell, 

who was forever a promoter of SITE as well as the value of 

performance improvement.  A visionary, he worked tire-

lessly to mold SITE into the leading global authority that it 

is today.  

The purpose of the scholarship is to provide an opportuni-

ty for worthy individuals to participate in SITE educational 

programs to ensure the future growth of SITE as he envi-

sioned.   

Kelsey Gernert graduated from the University of Wiscon-

sin Madison with a degree in Sociology before going on to 

Harvard and most recently Simmons College where she is 

now completing her Master’s in Business Administra-

tion.  An avid traveler, Kelsey has a deep passion for the 

incentive travel industry and sharing authentic and excep-

tion experiences with her guests.   

Ms. Gernert pursues her passion for the industry through 

her work at ECO Destination Management Services of Aru-

ba and Curacao where she works in the sales department 

along with managing special projects such as ECO’s digital 

marketing campaign.  Kelsey contributes to SITE and her 

local chapter through her role as Chairwoman for the Site 

Florida and Caribbean Young Leaders Chapter.  She is also 

one of the founding members of the Young Leaders Site 

Florida and Caribbean chapter in conjunction with 

Maoreen Every, Eco Destination Management Aruba/

Curacao and Darysse Croes, Aruba Tourism Authori-

ty,  who also sit on the Global Young Leaders committee.   

Kelsey is honored to be this year’s recipient and looks for-

ward to pursuing further education within SITE and net-

working during SITE’s Global Conference in 

Young Leaders Kick-Off Event 

Wichita Villacres, Darysse Croes, Maoreen 

Every and Kelsey Gernert 

 

 

Raffle Winner, Nayibe Herrera  

May 21st marked the kickoff of the first Young Leaders event in our chapter! 

Young Leaders Chairwoman Kelsey Gernert took the lead in organizing the event 

with the assistance of her Co-chair Maoreen Every and the support of Immediate 

Past President and Young Leader’s Mentor Wichita Villacres as well as Young 

Leaders Global Committee Member Darysse Croes.  The event was hosted with 

the sponsorship of ECO Destination Management Services and Texas De Brazil.   

The socializer was hosted in Aruba at Texas de Brazil of Aruba.  We had over 30 

attendees and were able to raffle off one SITE membership due to the great 

sponsorship of our chapter.  The lucky winner was Nayibe Herrera of KiniKini 

Tours and we are excited to welcome her as one of our newest members! 

It was a great success as we have received numerous follow up emails from in-

terested Young Leaders who are inquiring about joining Young Leaders and be-

coming members of SITE.  A two hours scheduled event was extended another 

hour and a half with the support of our sponsors Texas De Brazil and ECO Desti-

nation Management Services as people anted to continue the networking and 

discussions. While this kickoff was a great success it only sets the groundwork 

for more Young Leaders events within our chapter.   

The Young Leader’s Facebook Group SITE Florida and Caribbean Young Leaders” 

was created and serves as the primary hub for information sharing.  Please join 

in order to receive up to the minute Young Leaders updates.  http://

on.fb.me/1QJXYeO  

 Best Beaches 

We already know that Florida and the Caribbean host some of the most 

beautiful beaches in the world however it is always nice to have a little 

reminder and an award here or there.  The Travel Channel just released 

the Best Beach Awards 2015 and we are proud to say that two of Florida’s 

beaches made the list.  Miami Florida was voted “Sexiest Beach” for its soft 

sand, warm water and excellent night life.   

Seaside Florida is drawing a different crowd but an equally prestigious 

award as the “Best Family Beach”.  Along the beach in seaside you will see 

white picket fences in front of pastel colored houses and in the night fami-

lies may enjoy outdoor movies and live music.  http://bit.ly/1KnJpOk   

Not to be outdone Aruba’s Eagle beach was also an award winner this year 

as Trip Advisor Traveler’s Choice named it one of the top 25 best beaches 

in the world.  Why you ask?  Why not!  Beautiful white sand and turquoise 

water rich with marine life are what drew over 1 million visitors to the is-

land last year.  http://bit.ly/1c6j7Qe    

Whatever your coastline and whatever your view we are fortunate to work 

and promote such lovely award winning areas.   

Leaving on a Jet Plane 

It is not enough to just have a beautiful destination we need to make sure that 

our guests can get to our sandy shores.  Luckily Jet Blue is here to help us with 

that minor detail and they have added a few more flights.  JetBlue is now flying 

direct from New York to Curaçao and has announced its intent to add a flight 

between New York’s John F. Kennedy International Airport (JFK) and Grenada's 

Maurice Bishop International Airport (GND).  This service is set to begin on 

June 11, 2015, with a twice weekly service on Thursdays and Sundays. In addi-

tion to the added Caribbean flights JetBlue Airways has added three nonstop 

routes from Washington, DC, to Florida.  The flights, from Ronald Reagan 

Washington National Airport (DCA) to Fort Myers (RSW), Jacksonville (JAX), 

and West Palm Beach (PBI), FL.  Grenada will be JetBlue's 90th destination and 

its 32nd destination in the Caribbean and Latin America. 

 

 

Caribbean Meeting and Incentive Travel Exchange (CMITE) 

As if you didn’t already have enough on your calendar we would be 

remiss if we didn’t at least mention that CMITE is coming up quick 

and will be August 10th through the 13th hosted at the beautiful 

Hard Rock Hotel & Casino in Punta Cana, Dominican Republic.  

CMITE has promoted this as an essential event for networking, 

growing, and maximizing your Caribbean incentive travel business 

and we are sure it will not disappoint.  CMITE connects fully-vetted, 

high-volume meeting and incentive buyers based in North America 

with leading Caribbean suppliers to cultivate meaningful industry 

relationships.  This event goes beyond networking and affords the 

opportunity for high value one on one meetings with the business 

partners you want to meet.  Still don’t have enough incentive to 

attend?  Well let us sweeten the deal with a SITE Florida and Carib-

bean Socializer on August 10th from 5:30-7:00.  Don’t miss out regis-

ter today http://bit.ly/1JDiyPb.   

SAVE THE DATES!! 

Upcoming Events in Our Chapter: 

 Orlando Mixer– July 24th 

As your summer heats up do not forget to register for the Orlando Socializer 

on July 24th. SITE Florida and Caribbean members are exclusively invited to 

experience Orlando’s newest attraction’s; Merlin Entertainment’s Orlando 

Eye, Madam Tussaud’s and SEA Life Aquarium.  You will take a ride in the pod 

with drinks and appetizers sponsored by Wydham Hotel & Merlin Entertain-

ment. Have your photo taken with World Leaders and famous athletes, live in 

wonder in the 360 degree ocean tunnel or just come for the networking.  This 

Orlando Event is not to be missed! Registration is now open.  Go to  link to 

register : 

http://sitefloridacaribbean.tixclix.com/1407  

 Caribbean Educational Forum in Jamaica– Sept. 17-20th 

The Jamaican Tourist Board and SITE Florida and Caribbean Chapter are in-

viting you to a Workshop and Educational Trip for Qualified Buyers in        

Montego Bay Jamaica.  Ah yes, one of the many perks of being in the incen-

tive travel business is being able to travel and work in exotic locales such as 

this beautiful Caribbean island.  Block off in your calendar  these dates for a 

very exciting educational forum.  More details can be found at: 

 https://madmimi.com/p/9fac36?fe=1&pact=0  

 SITE Classic 2015—Sept. 27-30th 

Didn’t get enough of the sand and sunshine in Jamaica? No worries just 7 days 

after the Caribbean Educational Forum you can head to Playa del Carmen 

Mexico where SITE Classic 2015 will be held.  The Paradisus Playa del Carmen 

La Perla by Meliá Hotels International will be hosting the event.  This               

all-inclusive, adults only resort is located on a stunning private bay and is    

recognized as one of the most luxurious hotels on the Riviera Maya.  Stay 

tuned for registration information.  The conference page can be found here 

http://www.siteglobal.com/siteclassic.   

 SITE Global Conference– Oct. 23-26th 

As the summer kicks off and we begin planning for the fall do not forge to 

pencil in October 23-the 26th to be in New Dehli India.  Why you ask?  Well 

SITE Global of course!  You are cordially invited to SITE’s premier conference 

and top networking and educational opportunity of the year, and if that is not 

enough for you think about the opportunity to explore India in an incentive 

quality experience.  Oh, and the fantastic curry.  Clearly there is something for 

everyone during this once in a lifetime opportunity.  For more information 

please go to http://www.siteglobal.com/p/cm/ld/fid=416. 

MENU OF THE MONTH: St. Lucian Recipe 

By: Erwin Louisy 

MANGO 

The Mango is a juicy edible stone fruit  native to South and 
South East Asia from where it has been distributed world-
wide. 

It is one of the most cultivated fruits throughout the trop-
ics and various species of Mango Trees dot the landscape 
in St. Lucia and throughout the Caribbean. 

St. Lucia Mango Colada 

Ingredients : 

1 large ripe mango, peeled and sliced 

¼ cup coconut milk 

¼ cup pineapple juice 

4 tbps Chrystal Lime Rum  

2 tbps Bounty Rum 

Maraschino Cherries 

2 cups crushed ice 

Lime Wedges 

Blend the Mango, pineapple juice, light rum, coconut 
milk  and ice in a blender until smooth. Pour the 
drink into tall glasses and pour dark rum to taste into 
each glass. Garnish with cherries and lime wedges. 
Enjoy a refreshing but sometime potent drink.   

 

http://www.siteglobal.com/p/cm/ld/fid=416
http://www.siteglobal.com/p/cm/ld/fid=416
http://on.fb.me/1QJXYeO
http://on.fb.me/1QJXYeO
http://bit.ly/1KnJpOk
http://bit.ly/1c6j7Qe
http://bit.ly/1JDiyPb
http://sitefloridacaribbean.tixclix.com/1407
https://madmimi.com/p/9fac36?fe=1&pact=0
http://www.siteglobal.com/siteclassic
http://www.siteglobal.com/p/cm/ld/fid=416

